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HHS Secretary Alex Azar’s Feb. 12, 2018 statement:

“The President’s budget makes investments and reforms that 
are vital to making our health and human services programs 
work for Americans and to sustaining them for future 
generations. In particular, it supports our four priorities here at 
HHS: 
– addressing the opioid crisis, 
– bringing down the high price of prescription drugs, 
– increasing the affordability and accessibility of health 

insurance, and
– improving Medicare in ways that push our health system 

toward paying for value rather than volume.”

HHS Challenges & Strategic Goals
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1. Empower patients and doctors to make decisions 
about their health care.

2. Usher in a new era of state flexibility and local 
leadership.

3. Support innovative approaches to improve 
quality, accessibility, and affordability.

4. Improve the CMS customer experience.

CMS Challenges & Strategic Goals
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What is the Merit-based Incentive 
Payment System?

Performance Categories
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Quality Cost Improvement 
Activities

Advancing Care 
Information

• Comprised of four performance categories.
• Provides MIPS eligible clinician types included in the 2017 Transition 

Year with the flexibility to choose the activities and measures that are 
most meaningful to their practice. 
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Meaningful Measures focus everyone’s efforts on 
the same quality areas and lend specificity, which 
can help identify measures that:

Meaningful Measures Objectives

Meaningful Measures Framework
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Meaningful Measures

Make Care Safer by Reducing Harm 
Caused in the Delivery of Care
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Make Care Affordable (1 of 2)

Make Care Affordable (2 of 2)
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Give us your feedback!
MeaningfulMeasuresQA@cms.hhs.gov

• Get stakeholder input to further 
improve the Meaningful 
Measures framework

• Work across CMS components 
to implement the framework

• Evaluate current measure sets 
and inform measure 
development

Meaningful Measures Next Steps

Challenges

• Leverage your partnerships
• Create synergy
• Collaborate
• Help us identify ways to 

reduce burden
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Technical Assistance
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Available Resources

CMS has free resources and organizations on the ground to provide help to eligible 
clinicians included in the Quality Payment Program:

To learn more, view the Technical Assistance Resource Guide: https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Payment-
Program/Resource-Library/Technical-Assistance-Resource-Guide.pdf

Collaboration and Synergy
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11th SoW Current Quality Improvement Tasks

Quality Innovation Network (QIN)

B.1 Cardiac Health B.2
Diabetes Care
Everyone with Diabetes  
Counts

Nursing Home  
Care

C.3
Care Coordination
Reduction of Admissions/  
Readmissions

C.3.6 Medication Safety C.3.10 Antibiotic  
Stewardship

D.1
Quality Reporting/  
Quality Payment  
Program

E.1
Quality  
Improvement  
Initiatives (QII)

F.1 Immunizations

G.1 Behavioral Health
Screening

H.1 Transforming Clinical Practice Initiative
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Note:  Patient and Family Engagement is a cross-cutting requirement for all QIN tasks.

C.2

https://qpp.cms.gov
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www.qpp.cms.gov/measures/ia

MIPS Improvement Activity related to 
Antibiotic Stewardship

Connecting MIPS and Antibiotic Stewardship
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Patients Over 
Paperwork 
Overview

Our top priority at CMS is 
putting patients first

CMS has established an internal process to evaluate and streamline 
regulations with a goal to reduce unnecessary burden, increase 
efficiencies, and improve the beneficiary experience.  

Through Patients over Paperwork, we are moving the needle to 
remove regulatory obstacles that get in the way of providers 
spending time with patients and healthcare consumers.
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Examples

Claims being denied for a chemotherapy agent because the nurse’s 
administration record was initialed rather than signed with a full 
signature…

Requiring providers to report on several Meaningful Use measures 
that may have been anything but meaningful to them…. 
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Approach

CMS has set up an agency-wide process to evaluate and 
streamline our regulations and our operations with the goal to 
reduce unnecessary burden, increase efficiencies and improve the 
customer experience.    
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We need your perspective

Documentation Requirements 
Simplification

Administrator Verma’s Charge: 
• Simplify our requirements
• Make them easier to understand
• Get rid of requirements we no longer 

need
• Seek input from stakeholders
• Challenge the way we have always 

done things
We Need Your Input: 

ReducingProviderBurden@cms.hhs.gov
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Patricia A. Meier MD
patricia.meier@cms.hhs.gov
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